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STATE FINANCES 

609. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Treasurer: 
I refer to the Treasurer�s grand plan to control the state�s finances, including controlling expenditure growth; 
putting a cap on FTEs; introducing a new wages policy; and undertaking a capital works review. Given that all 
of these measures are failing with expenditure growth of 13.2 per cent, the Treasurer having to lift the FTE cap, 
public sector wages growth of 6.4 per cent, and the Premier announcing new capital works projects worth 
hundreds of millions of dollars, what is the Treasurer�s new grand plan to stabilise the state�s finances?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  
The plan remains unchanged. I have some very good components to that plan�an FTE cap, which was always 
going to be adjusted on an annual basis to reflect policy decisions of government; a wages policy, which we are 
currently in negotiations with the member for Nollamara�s good friends down at the miscellaneous workers� 
union about � 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: But a wages policy that the member for Nollamara can tell them that we will deliver on!  

Therefore, the wages policy is in place. These are innovative policies. We are not going to sit by with our heads 
in the sand! We have a problem, though; we do have issues. We do have some issues. There are issues in terms 
of managing this transition in culture within the Western Australian public service away from a culture which 
says, �Front up at the end of the financial year and if you haven�t all blown your budget, we will just give you a 
bigger cheque.� That is the culture we have inherited and it is hard. I have said it before and I will say it again: 
sometimes I feel like I am on the back of a big ship with a little oar in the ocean trying to turn it around. I tell 
members that we are going to have turn that oar into a stick at some stage. We are going to have to do that and it 
will be quite a difficult and challenging process, but we will do it. We have tools in place that will enable us to 
go into agencies and on a line-by-line basis ensure that Western Australian taxpayers are getting value for 
money. As I said earlier, we will have to make tough decisions and we will not shy away from that. 

I want to compare our plan with the opposition�s plan. The opposition sat in this place for two months talking 
about a mini budget. What did we get? Nineteen pages of historic press clippings!  

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: There was no substantial plan for the future of Western Australia. Where is the plan, 
shadow Treasurer, to keep Western Australians in jobs? There is not one. Where is the plan to reel back the 
growth in public spending? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members!  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Where is the plan to fund the $4 billion of spending that members opposite committed to 
after the budget? It is not there. There is no plan in the opposition�s mini budget for Western Australia. It is 
19 pages of old press statements. 

I have some news for the shadow Treasurer. We have noticed a bit of a change in his behaviour this week. If he 
wants to bid for the leadership of the opposition, this is not a job application�but this document I am holding is 
a job application! 
 


